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PARADISE. 
—he 

Concerning Paradise there has been much conjecture and 
no little dispute: nevertheless, the learned have leit the sub- 
ject to an indeterminate construction. It may mean this, and 
it may mean that, but its true import they have not defined.— 
In treating, therelore, of Paradise, the reader will excuse us, 
if we pay no more deierence to their authority in the case, than 
we would to that of the Sadducees in the affair of the Resur- 
rection. We shall examine the sabject, first philologically, 
and secondly, doctrinally ; that is, we shall endeavor to as- 
certain the verbal signification cf Paradise, and then proceed 
to inquire what the scriptu’es teach concerning it: and by pur- 
suing this course, we believe, we shall be able to present a 
clear and definite view of the matter. 

Paradise is not an english word. It is adopted into our lan- 
guage from the Greek without being translated: and the Greeks 
adopted it into their language from the Persian; of which it,is 
anative. The original Persic word appears to be a derivative; 
that is, a compound word derived from two simple ones. The 
radicals of this, are written prds ; which may be pronounced 

ardes or parades, aod are supposed to be derived from the 
Hebeew prd or parad, fo separate, and the Arabic word do or 
dis to hide ; so that the ultimate siguification of parades will 
be a place separated and hid from view, ora concealed inclo- 
sure, ' 

The Greek word for Parades is Paradeisos, which is angli- 
cized by changing eisos into ise ; as, paradeisos paradise.— 
Mr. Parkharst, who was learned in the Greek and Hebrew, 
says in his Greek Lexicon on this word, that ‘it ix without con- 
troversy an oriental word. The Greeks borrowed it from the Per- 
sians, among whom it signified a garden, park, or enclosure 
fall of all the valuable products of the earth. Both these par- 
ticulars are evident from a passage in Xenophon’s JEronomics, 
where Socrates says, that “ the king of Persis, wherever he is, 


takes particular care, to have gardens or enclosuree—hoi Pa- 
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radeisoi kaloumenoi—which are called paradises, full of every 
thing beautiful and that the earth can produce.” And in 
this sense the word is applied by Herodotus, Xenophon, and 
Diodorus Siculus.’ He has a note, in which he says, ‘so Jul, 
Pollux a Greek writer observes, Paradises seem to be a bar- 
baric name; but, like ae other Persic werds, came by use to 
be admitted into the Greek language.” 

A plot of ground, then, separated from the land contiguous; 
laid out as a garden, park, or pleasure ground ; concealed tiom 
view by a wall or enclosed ; and stocked with every thing 
agreeable to the taste and delightful to the eye—was called ns 
Paradise by the Persians, Hebrews, and Gieeks ot old. 

In the Hebrew Scriptures Prds o¢ Parades occurs three times 
and The Seventy who translated them from Hebrew into 
Greek m the reign of Ptolomy, King of Egypt, about two een- 
turies before Christ, have renuered it in each place by Para- 
deisos. The passages where parades occurs are Neh. ii. 8, 
which in the English bible is translated “forest”’—‘ Asaph the 
keeper of the Kings (parades) forest ;? again in Eccles. ii. 5, 
rendered “gardens”—‘I made me (parades) gardens:” and 
thirdly, in Solomon’s Song iv. 13, translated “a garden en- 
closed ”»—‘ a gurden enclosed (parades) is my sister spouse.” 
The Seventy, likewise almost constantly render Gz or Gien, 
when it relates to the Garden of Eden, by Paradeisos. In one 
of these passages Ezekiel terms Palestine the Garden of Eden 
or Paradise ; for, in taking up his lamentation for the King of 
Tyre, whose capital was situated before its destruction by the 
king of Babylon on the Mediterranean Coast in the Canton of 
the Tribe ot Asher—* Thus saith Jehovah, thou hast been in 
Eden the garden of the Lord ;” but I will cast thee as protane 
out of the mountain of God;’ which happened in 572 before 
Christ, when Tyre was taken from him by Nebuchadnezzar 
after a thirteen years siege ; thus was the Rar of Tyre cast 
out of Palestine, the paradise or garden of God. 

Again, Ezekiel compares the Land of Palestine when reco- 
vered from its present state of desolation to the garden of Eden 
or Paradise ; to wit,—‘* Thus saith the Lord, O house of Isra- 
el; in the day that I shall have cleansed you frém all your ini- 
quities, 1 will alse cause you to dwell in the cities, and the 
wastes shall be builded. And the Desolate Land shall be till- 
ed, whereas it lay desolate in the sight of all that passed by. 
And they (travellers who visit it) shall say, this Land se Pa- 
lestine) that was desolate (as it now is) is become like the 
Garden of Eden (or Paradise;) and the waste and desolate and 
ruined cities are become fenced, and are inhabited.”—Hence 
when Palestine, now subject to Mehemet Ali, King ot Egypt 
shall be re-inhabited by its ancient inhabitants, its cities re- 
built, its soil under cultivation, and the Great King reigning 


in Jerusalem on the throne of David his father over the House 
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of Jacob forever, or through all time—so great will be its glory 
and prosperity, that, Ezekiel being witness, it will be like the 
oie: of Eden; in ovher words, it will be Paradise, the Gar- 
den enclosed of our Sovereign Lord the King. 

But to return to the word paradise as used by Solomon in 
his Song of Songs. This poetical composition is regarded ay 
the veil of a sublime and mystical allegory delineating the 
Bridal Union between the King of Kings and his prepares, 
and therefore purified and resplendent Body of Citizen-Kings 
and Priests ; which is represented congregationally, as a Holy 
Nation, and as his Spouse or Wife, and because begotten of 
the same Father, is termed his Sister Bride. The King of 
Israel, who aanounces himself as ‘the Rose of Sharon and the 
Lily of the Valley,’ thus addresses his Queen—“ Thou hast ra- 
vished my heart, my Sister Spouse ;—how fair is thy love, 
my Sister Spouse! How much better is thy love than wine! 
And the smell of thine cintments than all spices! ‘Thy lips, 
O Spouse, drop as the honey comb; honey and milk are under 


thy tongue: and the smell of thy garments is like the smell of 


Jebanon. A Garden Enclosed (a Paradise) is my Sister 
Spouse, a Spring shut up,a Fountain Sealed. Thy plants an 
orchard of pomegranates, with pleasant fruits; camphire wiih 
Spikenard, Spikenard and Saffron, Calamus and Cinnamon, 
with all trees of frankincense, myrrh and aloes, with all the 
chief spices: a fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, 
and streams from Lebanon.’ 

Iam inclined, however, rather to apply this passage from 
Solomon’s writings primarily to the Land of Palestme restor- 
ed from its desolation; and to consider it as an uddresss to the 
Inhabitants through their Country. ‘This is a common mode 
of speech in the Scriptures. Thus, wheu Jesus uttered his la- 
ment over the ill-fated Citizens of Jerusalem, he addressed the 
City itself. ‘O Jerusalem, Jerusalem !’—When the Prophets 
speak of Jerusalem Desolated, they regard her as a widow ; 
but when delivered from her desolation, as Jerusalem Restor- 
ed, they apply to her the figurative application of a wife-—The 
name of Jerusalem, the Daughter of Zion, while trodden un- 
der foot of the Gentiles, as she now is,—is Jerusalem the 
Forsaken or the Widowed City; but the time approaches, 
when it shall no more be said to her—‘ Thou Forsaken ?— 
nor to her Land, ‘Thou Desolate!’—But she will he called 
Hephzibah—‘ Thou object of my Delight’—and her Land— 
Beulah—‘ The Wedded Matron.’ When this shall take place, 
Jehovah says by the Prophets, he will delight in her, and her 
Land shall be joined in marriage.—Now these things, though 
said of the City and the Land of Canaan, apply equally to the 
purified inhabitants thereof; but primarily they are addressed 
to the former and through them to the happy people who shal! 


cwell a let it be remembered, that if the fall of the 
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Desolate was the riches of the World, how much more abound. 
ing will its riches be when the Restorer shall wed her a 

outhful Bride! Rom. xi. 12. : = 

The King of Israel’s addressto his Queen in Canticles then 
may be reg .rded as spoken to Patestine Restored, and ebee. 
quently to the Holy Nation which shall mhabit it. He terms it 
a Garden Enclosed, or Paradise, and describes it as full of 
every thing beautiful, fragrant, and good that earth can pro- 
duce. Isaiah is not bess enamored of The Bride of Israel's 
King, than his Majesty himself. Im the 54th chapt. of hig 
prophectes he says, addressing Jerusalem 


Shout for joy. O thou Barren, that didst not bear ; 

Break eat: joyful shouting, and exalt thou that did not 
tavail : 

For more are the children of the Desolate (Restored) 

Than of the Married Woinan (or Jerusalem under the Law). 

Thy Seed (the bsraelites) shall inherit the Nations ;. 

And they shall inhabit the desolate Cities, 

Thou shalt forget the shame of thy youth ; 

And the reproach of thy widowhood thou shalt remember no. 
more. 

For thy Husband is thy Make. ; 

And thy Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel ; 

The God (King) of the whole Earth shall he be called. 

O _ afflicted (City) beaten witk storm, destitute of conso- 
ation ! 

Behold 1 (Jehovah) lay thy stones in cement of vermil.on, 

And thy foundation with sapphires : | 

And | will make thy battlements of rubies ; 

And thy gates of carbuncles ; 

And the whole Circuit of thy walls shall be of precious stones 

And all thy children shall be taught by Jehovah; 

And great shall be the prosperity of thy children. 

In righteousness shalt thou he established: 

Be thou far from oppression ; yea, thou shalt not fear it; 

And from terror; for it shall not approach thee. 

This is THe InneRtrance of Jehovah's Servants 

And their sustirication (to eternal life) from me, saith Jeho- 


vah.” 
This is Paradise! But again, in Chap. 62, the Prophet says, 


“ For Zion’s sake I will not keep silence ; 

And for the sake of Jerusalem I will not rest: 

Until her righteousness break forth as a strong light; 
And her Salvation, like a blazing torch. ; 
And the Nations shall see thy righteousness; 


And all Kings, thy glory ; 
And thou shalt be called by a new name, 
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Which the mouth of Jehovah shall fix upon thee. 

And thou shalt be a beautiful Crowa in the hand of Jehovah ; 
And a royal diadem in the grasp of the Rewe. 

No more shall it be said unto thee, Thou Forsaken ! 

Neither to thy Land shall it be said.any more, Thou Desolate ! 
But thou shalt be called, The Object of my Delight; 

And thy Land, The Wedded Matron: 

For Jehovah shall delight in thee (Jerusalem) ; 

And thy Land shall be joined in marnage. 

For as a young man weddeth a Virgin 

So shall Thy Restorer wed thee: 

And asa bridegroom -rejoiceth in his Bride, 

So shall thy God (King) rejoice in thee.” 


That Palestine Restored will be Paradise is apparert from 
these and other passages in the Prophets. From them we learn, 
that the fertility of the soil ts to be increased. so that even on 
the tops of the mountains the crops of corn wil] shake like Le- 
banon; and that it will indeed be ‘a Land flowing with milk 
and honey.’ All oppression wil be banished from the Coun- 
try; Whose citizens-are to enjoy length of lite equal to che days 
of atree; to florish as the grass, and to wear out the works of 
their hands. Asa nativn they are to be richer and more glo- 
riow3 than all other nations, and to have the ascendancy over 
them; it is to be emphatically ‘a holy nation, a royal priest- 
hood, a purchased peuple of Kings and Priests. Its govern- 
ment will be a Constellation of renowned immortals, doing 
the mandates of the King Eternal; before whom all Kings 
will bow down; and all nations will serve Him, as The Seed 
in whom all are blessed. This is called ‘the Fullness of Isra- 
el’? and the abounding riches of the World. All wars will 
cease from the earth, and men will devote themselves to the 
artsof ;eace. Knowledge will supersede ignorance, and true 
righteousness, superstition and iniquity; and in place of the pre- 
sent miserable system of misrule and oppress on, there will he 
glory to God in the highest, on the earth peace, and good will 
among men.’ The unavailing cry of the famishing and halfclad 
ae will no longer ascend to heaven; for the King of the 

arth ‘will deliver the poor wi.o crieth to him for aid; and 
save the life of the destitute,’ 

To specify the proots of these things would be to quote the 
bulk of the predictions recorded in the Scriptures of theglories 
of Messsiati’s Age; those already quoted must serve in this 
place for the present. 

From these testimonies of the Old Testamen' we may learn 
what was the kind of Paradise believed in by the Nation of Is- 
rael. With them the Paradise of God was tantamount to the 
Kingdom of Messiah. Jehovah’s Anointed King. A Kingdom, 
which, according to Daniel, the God of Heaven isto set up in 
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the times of the existing Monarchies of the Old World. Some 
think, this kingdom was set up on Pentecost. But it <hould 
be remembered, that the Kingdoms of the Ten Toes d:d net 
exist then; and that it ts in the days of these Kine, that 
The Kiagdom is to be set up, which is to break in piee 5s and 
consume a!] other Kingdom, and itself to stand forever. The 
Ten Pedo- Digital, or the Kingdom of the Ten Horns are the 
Kingdoms of Modern Emope. John terms them ‘the King- 
doms of tie world;’ and he represents them as being 
‘broken in pieces and consumed? or swallowed upof the King- 
dom of God and bis Anointed at the soundiug of the Seventh 
Trumpet and during the pouring out of the Sevenih Vial: 
then, itis that thanks are given to the Lord God Aimi_hty be 

eause he has taken his great power and has commecuesd his 
reign, which is to last ‘ for ever and ever,’ or a thou-and years, 
From the Ascension of Christ till bis return in the Day of his 
Coming is the Kingdom in humiliation; and from bis Return 
tll ‘the End, when he shall deliver up the Kingdom to the 
Father’ is the Kingdom in tiumphant exaltation. ‘lhe for- 
mer began on Pentecost, in the days uf the undivided iron me- 
narchy of Rome; the latter is to commence at the Coming of 
the Anointed One in the days of existing Kingdoms. 

‘Many of themwho sleep in the dust of the earth willawake! 
that they may enter this Kingdom or Para’‘ise of God. Noab, 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, the Prophets, Aposties, &c, willail rise 
from the dead to sit down with The Seed to whom the estate 
was willed in the Kingdom cf God. The Thief, who suffered 
with Jesuson the Cross, will then rise from his s!urnber in the 
dust and be with him in Paradise. Yes, Jesus, the Emperor 
of the World, will be there as the Sun of Righteousness with 
healing in his wings, shedding his retulgent beams through the 
brilliant constellations of the New Heavens, and ‘enlightening 
the earth with his glory.” Then will the night have passed 
away and The Day have dawned, which the Lord has made. 
A Millennial Sabbatizm for Man in the Paradice of God. 

I’ prror. 


QuESTIONS ON THE FOREGOING. 


What does the word Paradise signify? 

Ans.—A forest, park, garden, or enclosure, and ful) of a!l that 
can gratify the eye, the taste and the smell. 

From what language is it originally derived? 

Ans.— "rom the Persian; whence it was adopted into the 
Greek, and afterwards into the English. It is supposed to be 
a derivative from the Hebrew and Arabic. 

In what passages do the Seventyrender parades by Para- 
deisos? 3 

Ans.—In Nehemiah ii 8; Ecclesiasticus i. 5, and Cantr 
cles iv. 13. 
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How do the Seventy render Gien when it relates to the 
Garden of Eden? 

Ans.—Alimost constantly by Paradetsos. 

Wier Exzeciel addresses the King of Tyre ashaving been 
ejectol from Palestine, what does he term thal country ? 

Ans.—ile tems it ‘ Eden the Garden (or Paradise) of God’ 
‘the ‘loly Mountain of God’ 


Wien de speatcs of the Land of Cancon or Palestine af- 
der ils long desolation, as retilled ; ite (vires rebuilt; and 
ils iniabitants cleansed from their ini, «ties, what does he 
compare il to? 

Ans.—!'o the Garden of Eden or P. arise. 

Waiat does Isaiah term Canaun «on its cities, towns, and 


villages deserled of their inhahlaiis ind lying waste? 
Ans.—A Barren Woman—a SV onan Kor-aken—a Widow— 
the Desvlate. 


By what names does he designe! ven Restored? 

Ans.—A Beautiful Crown—a | Jom—The Object 
of Jehovah’s Delight—The We! ‘be much de- 
sired—The City Unforsaken—T ice ° ide, and so 
forth. 

Who does he indicate as the Resto: , estine? 

Ans;.—The Messiah, who whet: | rec ‘som the 


6ist chapier and applied it to him 


‘The Spirit of Jehovah is upon Me (- 

Because, Jehovah hath anointed Me (at 114 

To publish glad tidings, &c. 

To impart (gladness) to the mourners of Z dispersed 
Israelites) 

Togive them a beautiful Crown instead of ashes , 

The oil of gladness instsad of scrrow ; 

The clothing of praise, instead of the Spirit of heaviness. 

That they may be called Trees approved ; 

The Pianrarion (or Paradise) of Jehovah for his glory. 


What does he term the union of the Royal Restorer with hie 
holy and obedient Nation? 

Ans.—A mirriage. He likens The Restorer toa Bridegroom, 
and the Restored toa Bride. The same figure is carried out 
in the New Testament. 

Wiat was that Paradise which constituted the Hope of the 
Nation of Israel? 

Ans.—I|t was that promised to Abraham and his Seed—the 
Christ; namely, the Land cf Canaan under the Reign of a 
Kirg from Heaven, who should live for ever. They expected, 
that under his rule, they would become the nobility of the 
World; as it is written, 
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Ye, O Israel, shall be called the Priests of Jehovah ; 
The Ministers of our God, shall be your title ; 

The riches of the Nations shall ye eat ; 

And in their glory shall ye boast yourselves, 

And their Seed shall be Illustrious among the Nations; 
All they that see them shall acknowledge them, 

That they ure a Seed, which Jehovah hath blessed, 


and they expected that their country would become a hundred 

fold more fertile and luxuriant than while they possessed it; as 

it is writtea— 

There shall be an abundance of corn in the Land 

Even on the tops of the mountains its Crops shall shake like 
Lebanon. 

and 

This (the City of David) is my Rest for ever ; 

Here will I (Jehovah) dwell, for Lhave chosen Jt. 

I will abundantly bless her provision; 

I will satisfy her poor with bread. 

There will I exalt the power of David. 





How are the Dead to*enter this Paradise, or Glorious Kinge 
dom of the Anointed One? 


Ans.—By the resurrection of the righteous at The Coming 
of Jesus to his Kingdom. 


How long will his Kingdom endure? 
Ans.—Until it nerges into the Eternal Age ; which wi'l hap- 


pen, when ‘the Son delivers up the’ Kingdom to the Father, 
that God may be all and in all’ 


Epiror. 


0 





From the Mil!ennial Harbinger. 
ORDER OF WORSHIP. 


Our excellent and much e teemed brother Emmons, in his 
tract called “ The Voice” (1 or 2numbeis of which only ever 
reached my ¢ye.) and also in scme other publication, perhaps 
in this also, ha- based an cuiline of the order of Christian 
+) worship in the pubic congregation cn the arrangement cf the 
5 words in Acts ti. 42. “ And they continued steadfastly in the 





\ Apo: tles’ doetrine, and fdlowship, and in breaking of bread, 
oi and in prayers.” Luke. he endeavors to prove, set down these 
« things in the order in which they were observed. and distribut- 
PA ed all the worship of the cengiegaticn cn tee first cay of the 
rh week into these several parts and order. Cur beloved brother 
ce Emmons is a great lover of good order, ard is precise in all 


points toa seruyle ; and therefore an «fort fora perf ct system 
of order comes as naturally from himas light from th. sun. It 
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may be oti misfortune, but so it is, and we may as well ac- 
knowledge it candidly, never to have had a single prepossess- 
10n or cunviction in favor of this arrangement. And yet I do 
not like to differenay, lam scrupulous of myself when I do 
difler much from the good sense of my brother Emmons. But 
in this, notwithstanding al) my leanings, partialities, &c. &c. 
I must dissent from him. I have no evidence whatever of the 
truth, reason, or authority of such an arrangement, and regard 
all that | have read from him on Acts ii. 42, as wholly illogical, 
inconclusive, and unsatisfactory. But I must give my rea- 
sons.— 

1. Brother Emmons takes for granted that Luke is deserib- 
ing the worship of the Jerusalem church on the first day of the 
week io full assembly met, Z'his is a pure assumplion, and 
incapable of proof. It is much move likely that ithad respect to 
their ‘being daily in the temple praising God,’ as stated vs. 46, 
47, cra geveral description of the way and manner in which 
they religiously emplceyed t eir time when together. 

2. it would give tu the Christian worship a liturgy, a ritual 
forms like the Jewish, wholly incomyatible with the genius of 
Chri-s religion, and would make its meaning and utility to 
depeod essentially upon arrangement. ‘Lhis, to my mind, 
woi id be an intolerable idea, and hostile to the spit: tand scope 
of the evangelical economy. 

3. It would, with the stamp of divine authority, condemn 
the worship of every Christian community among us, as fully 
as the temple “ divine service” reprobatcd on the pain of the 
divine displeasure any innovation or change. ‘To ascribe to 
any arrangement of items a divine appoinirent, is to make 
every departure from it positively sinful and inaccc ptable to God. 
For if all these things be done in the most perfect manner and 
with all the devotion of the heart, if they are sumerically 
‘wrong—if the first should be second, und the sccund first, the 
whole worship is an innovation upon divine authority, rebellion 
against the Lord, and not to be tolerated. 

But 4th. It is all founded on the most capricious circumstan- 
ces—upon premises singular, anomalous, and .who!ly unprece- 
dented—upon the mere collocation of the four words in verse 
42 Has the divine authority for any arrangement of things, 
ever before been gathered from such a source! J say, never 
from the mere arrangement of words in a sentence, has the 
arrangement of any religions observance, or its divine authori- 
ty, been instituted so far as I have read the Bible. Let us have 
only a parallel casein all Holy Writ, where, without command, 
the mere numerical order of the wor's of a historian establish- 
ed the «divine authority of any order o divine worship, It 
cannot be dune. I say a second time, it cannot be done—so 
far from it, that the simple order of words in a sentence proves 
neither _ order of things im time, nature, or importance. 

- 
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For example, when Paul says even in tive way of exhortation, 
“J exhort, thereiore, that first of all supplice ions, payers, in- 
tercessions, and giving thanks be made forall men;’ doesany 
one conclude that in every public address, cr in any } articular 
address to the Throne of Grace, that We ae nun-erically to 
place supplications first; then prayers, o: deprecations; then, 
third, mutercessious ; and end in the jourth piace with giving 
thacks! And this isa much stronger case than the passage 
in Acts; for there it is the order of a historian’s arvengement 
of words; but here it is the arrangement of an Apostle in 
tendering an exhortation concerning public worship, and the 
most important part of it. I conceive, then, that the order of 
the words in Poul’s exhortation is much more didactic and au- 
thoritative than Luke’s narrative. And yet who cver thought 
that Paul commanded us in ‘all public worship to have first 
supplication:, then deprecations, then intercessious, aud finally 
thank-giving for all men, &c. ! 

Now in giving commands it is natural enough to do that first 
which stands first—as, “ Repent and be baptized ;” “ Repent 
and pray to God,” says Peter to the baptized sorcerer ; “‘ He that 
believeis a. d is baptized shall be saved,” &c. Fut can any 
one imagine that because this is so, and ought to be so, that in 
all narratives, exhortations, and descriptions, that the things 
must stund in time, nature, or importance, as the words happen 
to be arranged ? 

F.rexomple: “Add to your faith, courage; to courage, 
knowledge; to knowledge, temperanee ; to temperance, pa- 
tience; to patience, godliness; to godliness, brotherly kind- 
ness; and to hictherly kindness, love.” Must this addition 
proceed numerically in this order because of time, nature, ne- 
cessily, or importance ? 

Again: “ The wisdom that comes from above is first pure, 
then peaceatle, (primarily so,) gentle, easy to be persuaded, 
full of merey and good fruits, without partiality and without 
hypocrisy.” Do these attributes, &c. follow in this order by 
force of time, nature or importance? 

Again: “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, fidelity, meekness, temper- 
ance,” &c. Does nature or time make them thus dependent? 

Once more: Paui describes the Christian state thus—“ You 
are come to Mount Zivn the - of the living God, the heav- 
enly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels, to the 
general assembly and chuich of the first born enrolled in heav- 
en to God the judge of all, and tothe spirits of just men made 

rfect, 10 Jesus the mediator,” &c. “and tothe blood of sprink- 

ing,” é&c. Is this the order of time, nature, importance, &c.? 

o little is to be confided in the mere arrangement of words, 
or even of facts in sacred writings, that uniformity in deseri 
tions and narratives, even amongst the historians, i3 not to 
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expected. Moses, in describing the plagues of Egypt, sete 
them down thus:— 1. The conversion of water into blood.— 
2. Frogs. 3. Lice. 4. Flies. 5.Murrain. 6. Biles. 7. Lo- 
custs. 4%. Darkness. 10. Destruction of the first born. While 
David, in the 78th Psalm, puts them dowa blood, flies, frogs, 
locusts, hail, &c. and in Psaim cv. he sets them down darkness, 
blood, trugs, lice, hail, locusts, &e. 

The ordst of events, as connected in the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus, is not the same in Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John. Why, then, found the order ot Christian worship 
upon the casual notice of Luke, Acts 11. 42, and claim tor this 
order the warrant of a “I hus saith the Lord.”—!—? 

The Jews and Christians entered God’s courts with praise 
as all ancient tiadition saith—an item, by the way, omitted al- 
together in Acts it. 42. David says, “ Kinter bis courts with 
praise!” Surely Christians have as good a reason on the Lord’s 
day morning to enter Christ’s house with praise, as the Jews 
to enter the temple or the synagogue. And as the social pray- 
ers are of primary importance, why should they be last in the 
worship of the Lord’s day, and why should our thanksgivings 
be at the close of our prayers ? 

Why should we tie up ourselves to formularies of worship 
when the Lord has left us tree as to the time uf day or night 
when, the house or place where, the meeting shall be held 7— 
What we ought to do is not left to our own option. We are 
to continue steadfast in the Apostles’ teaching, fellowship, 
breaking of the leaf, prayers, and praises; but as the Lord has 
left it discretionary with us whether we shall meet at sun-rise, 
noon, or sun set—under an oak, In a garret, or in a synagogue— 
whether we shall begin with singing, prayer, reading, teach- 
ing, &c.—whether .we shall stand or sit in singing—w hether 
we shall kneel or stand in praying—whether we shall sit around 
one table or in our pews while we partake of the loaf—wheth- 
er we should havea chest fixed in some part of the house call- 
ed ‘the Lord’s treasury,’ or whether we should have reserved a 
plate or book, &c. &c.—I say, while it is obviously left with- 
out either a single precept-or precedent in all the New Testa- 
ment wholly discretionary with us, why should we seek to im- 
pose any form upon all the churches as eszentiwl to the accep- 
tability of their worship—as of divine authority ? 

It is pleasing, indeed, to see the brethren freely unite jn one 
harmonious and general outline of worship in public assemblies, 
as isnow generally practised ; such as singing, reading, thanks- 


giving, teaching, singing, exhorting, praying, blessing, break- 
ing the loaf, contributing to the Lord’s treasury, preaching the 
word, &c. as the oceasion may require. But that all things may 
be done decently and in order, it devolves upon the elders of 
the congregation and the brethren to have an understanding 
“apon the time and place for every thing; and then to have 
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évery thing in its proper time andplace. The localitiés of pat. 
ticular communities, as to country, village, on city rec ccrce 
&c. must be taken into the account in the arrangements that 
are most for edification, sanctificaticn, and comlort; which, 
indeed, together with cur useiuluess to the world, are the su- 
preme ends and objects of the ( bristian Institatien. 

So much we offer in ieply to sundry questions upon t)e sub. 
jectof order. See again our Extra on Onder, vil. vi.. page 
484. This work is now about being re-issued from the Lundon 


press. 
A. C. 





BROTHER F. W. EMMONS ON THE €ERISIS. 
No. 2. 


Order of Wership. 


Brorner Tuo . as, 

As the topic of my letter to cu of Aprif 
last, was introduced by a relation of seme of my ‘experier ce ;’ 
I knew not hew better to introduce the tcpic of this, thin Ly 
rag that relaticn and continuing it fora letter {rem v here 

eft ¢ fi. 

My bealth failing me, 1 was obliged to give vp my sclicol in 
Brooke Academy at Wells! ag, Va. soon after ycu visited us 
there in the summer of 153. In December of that ycar we 
came down the Ohio river to Madiscn in thisstate. ‘Therext 
summe! m my peregrinaticns, I visited this wilderress; and 
in the month of November fulluwing, moved here with my fa- 
mily, where We at present reside. 

Previous to my first visit to this region, the restoraticn of 
Primitive Christianity for which we plead, had not teen pro- 
claimed here. On our arrival in November, we were ir formed 
that during my absence, of some three months, El¢ets C} aun- 
cy L-utler and John 8. Jones, had been here, preaching the *an- 
cient gospel,’ baptized five or six ferscns, and constituted a 
small congiegation with one bishop and one deacen. ‘This in- 
telligence was most cheering tv us. On inquiry, we were far- 
ther informed, that since the church was constituted and the 
preac! ers left, three or four weeks before they had not met to- 
get! er—that they were few and feeble—much spcken against 

y their Methodist neighbor:—and that they hnew not how to 
proceed. Socn afterwards | was visited by their bishop and 
another brother, and requested to preach for them. 1 answer- 
ed ‘No? that { could not consent for any appointment from me 
to he given out; but if they would notify a meeting of the 
congregation | would mcet it, and if after forming an acquaint- 
ance with them in this capacity, I found them determined 
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bey the Lord in all things, 1 would be happy to unite with 
them, and do them all the good I could. A meeting of the con- 
gregution Was accordingly notified ; and | give below acory of 
the records of its first subsequent meetings. 


‘ Lord's dag, December 21st, 1834. 


‘The congregation having convened and united in prayer 
and praise. the preceding ‘ Sketch’ was read and approved. 

*Sistets Elizabeth Cole and Harriet Pieree, who had ut on 
the Lord since our last meeting, now came forward end cfler- 
ed themselves Jor membership, and were received: When, 

Bruotuer Francis W. Emmon’s, late one of the Elders m the 
church at Wellsburg, Va., but now a resident of Neblesville, 
being present, and being invited to take yart in Cur exercises 
read a part of the 2nd chapter of Acts of the Apo: tiles, and 
addressed us on the ¢riginal gos); el picelaamed ty Teter on 
the cay of Pentecost, and the eider cf things establi:Led in 
the congregation at Jerusalem, at the ccummencemcet of the 
Kingdcm of Heaven. 

Voted, tat this congregation meet tegether hereafter, so far 
as practicable, on every first day of the weck to attend to ‘the 
Apostles’ doctrine, tothe fellowship, tothelreaking cf tread, 
and toprevers, 

Brother William Bradley, who was immersed ky Eléer Jones 
on the Sth cay of November, now cflered himself and was re- 
ceived as a member with us. 

Attest. 





A. B. Core, Scribe." 


‘Lord’s dny, Dec. 28th. 


‘The tongregation met and attended to the Apostles’ doctrine 
as found in Hebrews vi. 1, 2, in connexion with | Pet. ii. 1, 2, 
—the first principles of the doctrine of Chiist—the unadulter- 
ated milk olf the word: after which the Lord’s Suyper was ad- 
ministered, the fellowship taken up, and we united together in 
prayers. 

Attest. 
A. B. Cote, Scribe.’ 


‘Lord's day, Jan. 4th, 1835. 


‘Elder Butler was again with us, and discoursed to as on I} 
Pet. ist chapter: after. which we broke bread. 


Attest, 
A. B. Corr, Scribe.’ 


* Lord’s day. Jan: 11th, 


‘Father Butler being still with us, di:ccv.sed cn the ccve- 
nants and constitutions of the Jews uncer Liw, end of € hris- 
tans under Favor. At the close cf his discourre Mrs. Ham- 
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ble ca we forward and confessed the Lord and was in:mersed. 
The conzregation subsequently convened and attende: to the 
breakins of the loaf, the fellowship, and prayers: in which 
exercises sevetal brethren, at present connected with the Bap- 
tist church in this place joined with us. 
Attest. 
A. B. Core, Scribe.’ 


‘ Lord’s day, Jan. 18th. 


‘The congregation having convened, united in prayer and 
praise, and attended to the Apostles’ doctrine 1 John 11. chap- 
ter, asread an? commented on by brother Peyton. Brother Fk. 
W. E:amuons, his wife \ ary Aun H. Emmons, and bis moth- 
er Abigail E:nmons offered themselves for membership with 
us, and were received on a letter from the church of Christ at 
Welisburg, Va.’ 


fA copy ot the letter here follows in the record which we 
omit. | 


‘Brother Emmons offered some remarks on, ‘Ly this we 
know that we have known him, if we keep his commandments? 
after which and the breaking of Lread, t_e congregation ad-, 
jouined. 

Attest. 
A. B. Core, Scribe.’ 


On these data I would nowask, what was the or/er observed 
by the congregation at Noblesville for these first five meetings ? 

ou have 1ead what was resolved at the first: but did we do 
as we promised? If any reader would answer, yes: I would 
ask what did we attend to first?— What second ?—What 
third? &c. If I mistake not, every intelligent reader, after 
looking again at the record, will now answer: ‘ The o-der of 
the things at the first meeting were, Ist, prayer, 2nd, praise, 
3rd, reading a ‘ sketch,’ 4th, reception of members, 5th, dis- 
course trom brother Emmons on Acts ii, tth, Vote of the con- 
gregation to do as the first Christian did, and 7th, receptiou ot 
another member—That the order of the second meeting was, 
1st, the Apostles’ doctrine—2nd, Lord’s Supper—3id, Fellow- 
ship—4th, Prayers ; and that the order of the other meetings 
was according to the order of the narrative !—Very well—such 
was the order. 

From the simple narrative above given, you have !earned that 
the breaking of the loaf was attended to here before tne tellow- 
ship, and sometimes one exercise and sometimes another was 
emitted. Was this the order of the congregation at Jerusalem? 
as learned from the narration of Luke? He says, ‘ they unre- 
mittingly attended to the teaching of the Apostles, to the fel- 
ogee i the breaking of the loaf, and to the prayers.’ 

The to lowing ia cnother extract: 
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* Lord’s day, May 10th, 1£35. 

‘The Disciples assembled and atiernccd to sirgirg and to 
rayer, When Ero. Emmons read and accressed vs iiom.the 
[oe part of the 2nd ch. Acts, on ‘the erce7 of wors! ip’ ate 
tended to by tle primitive Christians: aitei which we atrerd- 
edto the breaking of the loaf, and also to ihe teception of 
members. Sister Mary Aun Kirkpatrick, who had becn im- 
mersed presented herself for membership and was received ; 
and the congregation adjourned. 
Attest. 

A. B. Core Scribe.’ 


Up to this time we had no uniform order of observing the 
exercises of Acts li. 42; but after this—Read another extract: 


‘Lord’s day, May 24th, 1835. 


‘The brethren and sisters*met at the usual liour, and attend- 
ed to the Apostles’ doctrine, &c. in gospel order and adjourned. 
Attest. 
A. B. Core, Scribe.’ 


We now understood the ‘gospel crder’ to be the order of 
Luke, the sacred historian and a little experience in this way, 
attested to us abundantly its utility. Additions to the congre- 

tion became frequent: in one week in the month of July 
following, upwards of twenty persons were immersed within 
our bounds. We now numbered about sixty. Then did our 
Zion in Noblesville begin to look fairas the moon, &c. 


Another extract: 
‘Lord’s day, June 7th, [1835.] 


‘The congregation attended to the Apostles’ doctrine con- 
tained inthe Epistle to the Colossians,—particulurly, to the 
second and third chapters—Subsequently, to other exercises as 
usual.’ 


‘ Lord’s day, June 14th. | 
‘The subject of discourse was Man, as composed of body, 
soul and spirit.’ 
‘ Lord’s day, June 21st and 28th. 
‘The Apostles’ doctrine considered was Faith. The chap 
ters read were Rom. x. and Heb. xi.’ 
‘ Lord’s day, July 5th. 


‘Bro. E. discoursed on the History of the Bible,—its differ- 
eat versions, translations, &c., and gave some reasons for pre- 
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fering the New version of Doctors Campbell, Doddridge and 
McKuight.’ 


‘ Lord’s day, July 12th. 


‘The Apostles’ doctrine of Repentance and Reformationg 
was exhihited—the difference between them pointed out, and 
the latter chown to be enjoined by commandment.’ 

Alter any order of things has been established, and been 
on tor a while, we do not look forevery item to be named in 
subsequent records: but if there be any change or intract‘on 
of this order, we look for arecord of it; and here we have it: 


‘ Lord’s days, August 16th, 23rd, and 30th. 

‘The congregation met and attended to a part of the usual 
exercises: but did not break the loaf. Bro. E- being 
detained at home from meeting gn account of sickness in hig 
family,’ 





Brother Thomas, is not my rule (see Voice, p. 160,) for the 
order of the words in simple narrative, a good one? Is it not 
an insportant rule to settle—not only the order of public Chris- 
tian Worship--but many other matters also, of momentous 
import? 

Yours, in love for the truth’s sake, 
F. W. EMMONS. 
Joun ‘Suomas, M. D. 


P.S. I have written to brother Campbell, a letter in reply 
to his article in the Millennial Harbinger, No. 6, Vol. 2, on the 
‘Order of Worship; which | hope he will soon lay before his 
readers. 1 would be glad then to see 1t also in ms Advocate. 

. W. E. 





0 


Remarks. 


The celebrated Mr. Lecke has somewhere said in substance, 
that we ought always to choose that which is more evident in 
preference lo that which is less so. Now this ol servation ap- 

lies very well to the matter before us. Mr. Campbell’s points 
fore the reader goto show the excellency and propriety of 
attending to the worship of God without reference to an order 
of general adoption. But, in our estimation, he has failed to 
establish either the excellence y or propriety of such a practice. 
We leave itto brother Emmons to take up these poivts in de- 
tail, We would do it ourselves, but for the consideration, that 


however pure our motives inciting as thereto, it is extremely 
probable, judging from the past, that they wou!d be misconstru- 
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ed. In the general, we would cbserve, that there is not the 
shaduw of a shade of evidence, either in the form of precept 
or example, for the arbitrary customs of churches in their con- 
duet of the worship; while there is evidence sufficient to make 
jt probab’e, that the naration in Acts ii. 42, is recorded in con- 
formity with universal, and therefore, common practice. 

The worship of God by Christians is an Institution ; and 
this Institution is a whole, and this whole is made up of parts, 
and these parts are rcoided in Acts ii. 42. Each partis an 
institute of itself, and consists, not of a sirgle item, but of a 
plurality. ‘The Institution of teaching comprehends exhorta- 
tion, reading. wnd exposition of the word tothe Disciples ; the 
Jnstitution of the Fellowship, contribut‘on and distribution ; 
the In-titution of the Breaking of the Loal, thanksgivings, 
eating and drinking bread and wine, and praises ; and the In- 
stitution of the Prayers, comprehends *supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings for all men,’ 

Tbel-eve it isa favorite idea with Mr. C———, that there 
ean be no counterfeit unless there be firsta genuine ; and there- 
fore, thata counterfe tis evidence of the existence of some- 
thing true. Now ‘a liturgy, a ritual form’ or estabtished or- 
der of Anti christian Worsh'p, is on all hands considend as 
counterfeit; so considered, [ mean, by the enlightened. But 
after what was this counterfeit originally model.ed? 1 think, 
with Acts ii. 42 before us, that it is extremely prcbable, that 
the Christian Worship was so orderly or methodically and uni- 
formly arranged, that when the pc wer of godliness forscok the 
churches. that form only continued to which was attached from 
time to time, that mass of superstitious rites and cc1emcnies, 
which now overcharge the will worship of the Roman or Pre- 
lestant Episcopal Sects. 

The conduct of Public Worship as set forth, by Rebinacin in 
his ‘Review of Apostolic Churches,’ appears to be somewhat 
conformable to Acts 2.42. ‘It was by the exercise of spiritual 
gifts.’ says he, under the direction of Oue President, that») blic 
worship waseariied on. The Scriplur:s were read. mest likely 
the Old Testament. but certainly the New as scecnas it was i rit- 
ten, Discourses were eddressed by che ata time tothe rest cf the 
assembly (of the disciplis) by apestles. prophets, evangelists, 
teachers, men in public ecngregations of beth sexes, snc wemen 
in assembies of their cwn sex. The discourses were /isiruc- 
tive, e2hortatory, tending to ecmfert, reprove, and so cu. The 
men were allowed to propese questions, 28 in the synepe rues: 
but Paul disallow: d of this in women.’ This appears to lave 
been fhe Institution of Teaching ; in the Church at Jen salem, 
of whose prectices the congregations among the Genti:. were 
the *imitaters "—termed the Doctrine of the Apostles. '\ cone 
hexion with this, censures were pronounced upen evi! cords. 
“In cases of great offences censure was pronounced in |\blic. 





f 


= kere 2 








126 


There was no coercien: but a public censure of any individual 
was understood to signify, that the whole Church disapproved of 
auch practices as they censured, disowned any approbation of the 
conduct of the offender, and would not in future hold any com- 
mubion with him.” 

According to the testimony of Justin Martyr, the public wor- 
ship fifty years after the date of the Apocalypse, commenced with 
the Institution of the Teaching. So early as this, several altera- 
tions had taken place, such aS mixing water with the wine used 
18 the Lerd’s Supper, and the deacons carrying away a pertion of 
the elements to tiese who were unable to attend the meetings of 
the Church, and se firth; yet, as we have s.id, they still began 
the Worship in eonformity wiih the arrangement of Acts ii. 42. 


*Ontoedey called Sunday,” says Justin, © there is an asserbling 


together of all who dwell in the Cite sand Country: acfen the 
Memeirs of the Apesties, and the writings of the pronhets are 
fread. os “yas circumstances permit. Zen, when the reader 


has eeised, the President delivers a discourse, in which he ad. 
monishes and exherts (all disciples present) to the imitation of 
these geod thing”? (read in their hearing). 

The proetice, therefore, of opening the Worship by attending 
tothe “Teaching has certainly the warranty of antiquity. We 
are sure, on the testimony of Justin, that about the year 150 the 
Christians fi;st attended to what God had to say to thein by hls 
prophets and apestles; and this practice exactly coincides with 
the frsi item of Acts ii, 42. But modern presidents preter their 
own notions ef fitness to the authority of these facts; and one 
falls on his knees and delivers himself of what custom terms a 
prayer, as the acticn of primary naportance in worship, or anoth- 
er will begin by singing the opinions and traditions of the blders 
asa commencement of unquestionable fitness; while a third may 
prefer a something else as an introduction of pre-eminent proprie- 
ty. Forall this, they have neither high antiquity nor probable 
scripture authority. For myself, infidel as the world and its al- 
lies proclaim me, I prefer when I meet with disciples for Chris- 
tian Public Worship, in the first place to hear what God has 
to say. before Tiend an ear to the discourse or peliiious, too 
often repetitions and vain, of the frail mortals who arem 
fellows. Ler Geo te FIRST. and man afterwards wit 
all humility towards Him; and with all dignified, uncomptomtt 
ting, and scriptural sincerity and plainness of speech towards his 
brethren, as fallible and erratic in their tendencies ag himself— 
We all need divine instruction from the least among us to the 
greatest; and much, very much of it too. Knowledge is the 
great thing, provided we practice what we know; and nothing, 
conceive is more neéessary in these times of darkness than divine 
instruction before we proceed to enact our christian duties, public, 
or piivate, in detail, 

‘They who are wealthy,’ says Justin, ‘and choose, give ae 
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much as they respectively deem fit... The o::° se time when 
during wership this contrbution was made Justin says not; he 
simply affirms thot it was given by the wealthy on the first day 


of the week. tut what so proper as that after an exhortation to 
rememicr tue roor; to comfort the needy; to take care of the 
widows and cry) ors of those who had fallen in the ranks of the 
army 0! thi ad so forth,—that the wealthy disciples sheuld 
rise sj 070! » and deposite their pecuniary chlatiers in the 
treasur ‘hei, hely temple? And as we find the fellowship in 
sequent © \t-positicn with the teaching in Acts ii. 42. what ra- 
tion . can there be to observing it as it stands upen the 
sacred) cocci? Witness would seem to indicate its chservance 
hetor: verer the Breaking of the Loaf and praising; for how 
can t oy stian consistently pray for the poor who Las not 
him- rom his abundance contributed to their necessi- 
ties - ‘ui set the example of mercy to the distressed, 
and + ‘tr ease to the Mercy Seat. 

Ih ') 150, they unremittingly attended to the 
fello. ivit *sueeour the orphans and widows, 
and 1! ‘ness, or any other cause, were in want, 
and t 4s, and the strangers sojourning among 
therm care might be taken of all who were 
in n "some part of the profits or earnings 
of th the treasury of the scciety for the ne- 
CESS ¢ part of the service,’ 

Ido net, « that *it is a pure assumption,’ that the 
Disciples at: ‘contribution, next to the Institution of 
Teaching. tas « uly probable from the fitness of things, 
and the historic: ment of Acts 2, 42, that they did. 


Justin says, that, aticr the reading, the President exhorted his 
brethren to imitate the good things they had heard. Now, sup- 
pose they had heard these things read, namely, * pure religion, 
and undefiled with God, even the Father, is this; to take care of 
orphans and widows in their affliction; and so forth: also, ‘if a 
brother or a sister be naked, or destitute of daily food, and any 
one of you say to him, Depart in peace, be warned and be filled ; 
and yet give him none of the things needful for the bedy, what is 
the advantage ?*—ard Peter, James, and John gave to me Paul 
and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship, that we should go to 
the Gentiles, requesting only that we would remember the poor, 
which very thing I had been also diligent todo.’ Such passa- 
ges as these abound in the word ; now, I say, suppose these good 
things had been read, and the President of the day had exhorted 
them to imitate them, what ought to have been the immediate re- 
sult, seeing that the treasury was among them ?—My answer is, 
contributions forthwith while theexhortationsare sounding in 
thetr ears, The effect would be electrical, each would vie with 
the other in the abundance of their liberality to the wants of the 
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poor—‘rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom, which God has 
promised to them who love him.’ 

* Then, says Justin, ‘we all rise together and pray ;’ and 
indeed, he says, elsewhere, ‘over all our offerings we bless the 
Creator of all things, 

Now here we find a departure from the arrangement in Act 2, 
42; and which, | suspect, was as much an innovation as the mix. 
ing of water with the wine. It was not the President who pray- 
ed in this instance, but some one else; as wil] appear from Jus- 
tin’s continuation namely, ‘and prayer being ended, bread and 
wine and water are brought. and the President, offers prayers 
in like manner and thanksgivings, according to Ais ability; and 
the peopl» (his brethren) expressed their assent by saying, Amen; 
then the distribution of that. over which the thanksgivings have 
been pronounced, takes place to each, and each partakes, and a 
portion is sent to the absent by the deacons.’ 

According to Justin the Order of Worship in the year 150 might 
be worded thus; and they continued in Scripture readings, exhor- 
tations, contribution, prayers, thanksgiviugs, and participation of 
the bread and wine. ‘This varies considerably froin Acts 2. 42, 
and fails to record whether singing were practiced or not. Con- 
cerning this variation an ecclesiastical writer of célebrity ob- 
serves—‘ if we compare Justin’s account of the social practices of 
the Christians about the middle of the Second Century, (A. D. 
150) with the Acts of the Apostles, and the epistles to the 
Churches, we shall find that several alterations had at this time 
taken p'ace, such es mixing water with the wine used in the 
Lord’s Supper, and the deacons carrying away a portion of the 
elements to those that were unable to attend the meetings of the 
Church. These weve manifest innovations, but they were not the 
only ones: the depcsiting with the president (or presiding elder) 
the fellowship cr stated contributions for the reliet of the poor, 
and other necessary uses, instead of leaving them in the hands 
and at the disposal cf the deacons, was another deviation from 
Apostolic precedent, and little as may be now thcught of it, it 
eventually led to serions evils.’ 

I regret that | eannot answer Brother Emmons’ query wbeut the 
rule on page 160 1 have mislaid the Neeond number of the Voice, 
or have Jeut it to seme friend; 1 think the latter. It is my cpin- 
ion, that the order of wership was so uniform, that it came to be 
narrated in the order of Acts 2. 42, as a matter of course. It may 
he gratifying to Bro. E. to be informed, that there are Churcies in 
these parts which prefer the more evident of Acts 2. 42, v0 the 
every-varying and less evident of the common or 

“DITOR. 
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“ Progress of the Reformation in this City.” 


Chapter 3. 


In the Religious Herald of July 6, 1838, ts an Editorial under 
the above title. Weare glad to find, that Mr. Sands, or rather 
the gentleman who writes for hin, has had his eyes so fir opened 
as to see that + there are mary things which require reformation 
inevery deuomination in our Country.” There is then between 
us and the Herald, no dispute on this score; for we beth be i ve, 
that reformation ts needed in every denomination. When, 
therefore, we say, that the Baptist sect requires to be reformed ia 
‘many tliny’s,’ all who fellowship the Herald will regard ua as 
maintaining no more than the truth. But the next question is, 
what are these many things in the Baptist Deuomination which 
require reformation? We single out the Baptist from all other 
sects, because the Herald isa Baptist Paper, and because .t would 
be superfiluons to talk of reforming secta, whie' are hosed alto. 
gether upon infant and adult sprinkling. Aspersion upo. the foith 
or rather credulity of parents and godfathers ani godin thers, or 
upon an assent to symbolical traditions, is altog: ther out ot the 
record of God's word; such a dry and parched soil is too ord for 
trees of Jehovah’s planting, whose roots require ore moisture 
than a few scattered heat drops—destruction from the earth, would 
be the only cure for such an apology fora * plantation of the Lord :” 
we say, therefore, that we should not think of proposing reformas 
tion to Denominations based on such materials. Mothing but an 
entire dissolution can cure Society of the evils inflicted upon it by 
such apologies for Christianity; but the Baptist Denomination of 
this Country has some Christians in it, though hampered indeed 
by clerical tradition, and scattered here and there like the scatter. 
ed Israelites of the Dispersion. 

But to return to the many things. We fear, that they are too 
many and too deeply rooted ever to be reformed denomination- 
ally. The spirit of the Sect is enumerated by the writer as un- 
apostolic; and as deficient in love, oneness, devotion, and self- 
denial. Now this is what we call any thing but a Christian Spi- 
rit; it is in our view, a very bad Spirit. Again, he alleges, and 
we presume, he has abundant opportunities of knowing, that Bap- 
tists are deficient in holiness, harmlessness, undefiledness, and 
separatedness from sinners; and that the standard of Christianity 
requires elevating in the Sect. Now, if it be granted that the 
mass is Christian, that is, that the vast majority of Baptists are 
Christians, then according to Mr. Sands’ account, they must be 
Christians of a very miserable stamp, and that there is but very 
little hope of their becoming better, inasmuch as the standard of 
Christianity or excellence, is so low among them as to require 
elevation. But this is not all, for he avers, that the line of de- 
marcation between the Baptist Church and the World is so faint, 
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or indistinct, as to prove that it is not drawn with gospel preci- 
sion. 

Now, dil these things, as far as we have observed in the Bap- 
tist Church in Richmond, and in the walk and conduct of the 

ter number of those who emigrated from it in the name of re- 
Sods are exactly in conformity with our own dear bought expe- 
rience. ‘The spirit of the Sect is far from being one with the 
Spirit of holiness, as is manifest in the Metropolis of Virginia. 
: Beery one who is begotten by God, overcomesthe world ;’ but 
as Mr. Sands says, the line of demarcation is indistinct, and the 
consequence is, that the world is as fond of Baptists as of Paido- 
rhantists, and it would as soon join the one as the other denomina- 
tion according to the fashion of the neighborhood. Now the 
reason of this is obvious, *the world loves ils own,’ therefore it 
loves the religionists of thege times, called Christians, who note- 
riously ‘set their affections upon things below.’ Now, the love 
of the world, or worldly mindedness, is a proof that the seed of 
God is not in such persens; tat is, that they are not the begot. 
ten of God, seeing that they do not overcome the world. 

Hence, in Richmond, we see Baptists and Baptist * Reformers ' 
laying up for themselves treasures on earth with all the ardor of 
men whose heaven was restrained to the present age ; seeking po- 
yularity and worldly honors with as much avidity, as though the 
bers that comes from man were the chief good of their existence ; 
you see them at elections, at musters, at parades, and revels con- 
spicuous, and heariag about w th them the Spirit of Baptistism in- 
stead of the Spirit of Christ, which is holy and undefiled, and 
separates its subjects from sinners in their wayward and unprofi- 
table pursuits. ‘This wretched spirit, as Mr. Sands sets it forth 
to be, is the plague of the Denomination; and when brought out 
with those who leave it, gives every other community it tnfects, 
the leprosy—it rankles in the blood until it burst forth in boils as 
offensive as the hide of the Man of Uz. 

We agree with Mr. Sands, that the reformation required in the 
Baptist Denomination is not to be effected by the introduction of 
ex!poded errors in a new and plausible guise. This is certainly 
true; for never has it yet been known that error corrected error; 
on the contrary, the law obtains universally, that error sooner or 
later destroys itself. Now, it appears to us, that the partial 
failure of Reformation in Richmond, is mainly attributable to the 
etrors of its commencement ;—errors, which ought not to be im- 
puted to Mr. Alexander Campbell ; but to the malign working of 
the Spirit of Baptistism (a very defective and unapostolic spirit ac- 
cording to Mr. Sands)—in John Kerr and others of his Church, 
as we have already demonstrated. . 

But there is a principle laid down by our ‘ faithful chronicler’ 
to which we can by no means assent. He says, that ‘it is not 
improvement in doctrine, that is called for. Ne ow, Mr. Sands, if 
you reflect, we think you must detect the fallacy of this sentiment. 
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What is it that makes the difference between the morality of Re- 
manists and Protestants ? Is it not referable to the doctrines which 
each believe ? The Romanistis doctrinized into the belief, or taught, 
that he may sin against God and *his neighbors, all his days, but 
that if he receive the extreme Unction and absolution of his 
Priest, and pay liberally for ‘masses for his soul,’ though he 
may feel a little wari in purgatory, he will finally ascend to Pa. 
radise. Now, Protestants are indoctrinated into an assent to di- 
vers creeds, call it belief if you will, which developes in the 
members of their several Sects, fruits correspondent to the things 
believed. Hence, we find all sorts of morality among them.— 
There is the fashionable licence of Episcopacy, the dark phkari- 
saism of Presbyterianism, the shallow fanaticism of Methodism, 
the unchristian spirit, the unholiness, injuriousness, impurity, 
sinner-companionship, and worldlimindedness of Baptistism, &c, 
&e.—Now, friend + chronicler,’ if you were to ‘improve the doc- 
trine’ of the Romanist and Protestant Sectarists, by bringing 
them to an honest and intelligent belief of the Doctrine of Christ 
and his Apostles, you would effect the reformation of the * many 
things which require reformation in every denomination in our 
country ;’ that is, you would convert the Romanist and Sectarian 
Protestant Denominations into the Body of Christ, to which at 
present they have no just pretensions. 

What, we would ask, is the cause of the astonishing difference 
between the morality of Religionists in thest latter days and the 
morality of the apostles and their faithful brethren ? Why are both 
classes not equally holy, harmless, undefiled and separate from 
sinners ? Why do they not exhibit the same love, the same one- 
ness, the same devotion and the same self-sacrificing spirit? Why 
is not the standard of Christianity equally devasel among both ? 
And why is the line of demarcation between them and the world 
not equally distinct? Why! Because the same docliineis not 
equally a matler of faith. The Doctrine taught and believed 
by the moderns is not the same as the doctrine believed by the 
Ancient Christians of the Apostolic Churches. If it were, it 
could not be justly said, as it has been by a Baptist Clergyman, 
that he knew a Church that had so many drunkards in it that it 
was impossible to turn a drunkard out; or, according to the re- 
pat of a Baptist Missionary in the Kenhawa country, that ‘ the 

aptists were proverbially loose in their morals!’ For instanee, 
suppose the doctrine inculcated and believed in the Baptist De- 
nomination were, that the attaining to The Eternal Life and Inhe- 
ritance depended upon a perseverance in well doing, do you thipk 
that drunkenness, and looseness of morals would obtain amon 
them? No! these evil fruits are the result of the diaboli 
doctrine of ‘ once in grace always in grace,’ &c. A man becomes 
a baptist, and is taught that by so doing he is in favor or in the 

ce of God; and according to the tradition of Calvin concern 
oe the ‘final perseverance of the Saints’, and assuming that be 
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is a Saint, he concludes that he is safe forheaven. Besides. the 
doctrine he listens to is the doctrine of min. One stands up and 

reaches, as we heard yesterday, and wit) all the assuranee in the 
world, styles himself the minister of God. His flock listens to 
him, taking for granted that his doctrine is that of the Holy Spi- 
rit. He makes no effort at explaining the Scriptures ; but scat. 
ters among them the chaff of his owa foolishness. Tae people 
eateh it, and bringing tort the fruits thereof, which are m inifest 
in the looseness of their morality, their ignorance of the Scripture, 
and their worldliminded indifference. 

Now, we conceive, there is no stronger illustration of the truth 
of this, than may be found in Reformation in Richmond. ‘The 
wretched fruits we have enumerated elsewhere as haviug been ful- 
ly developed among the Sixty Fight, are attributable to John 
Kerrism and not to Alexander Campbellism. Of Mr. Kerr's doc. 
trine we have little personal knowledge, having heard him speak 
only some half hour; but from the testimony of those who exist. 
ed oa the husks upon which he starved his flock, we believe, it 
was part an! parcel of the fanactical divinity of the times, as sono- 
rously and pompously enunciated .s became a Congress man, and 
one who had seen the Christ !* 

Such was the Shepherd of the Sheep; the pasturage, judging 
from te ackaowle leed leanness of the flock, was comparable only 
to the heaness grass of an exhausted field. They were taught, that 
they could do aothiag of themselves; that the word was a dead letter; 
that the spirit must work faith in them by an operation independ- 
ently of tie Seriptures, which were incomprehensible to or linary 
minds. ‘lhe gospel of damnation to the flames of Hell forever, 





* Incre sible asit may appear, itis nevertheless affirmed to be true. 
‘The Reverend John Kerr,’ we are informed by our c.-/evant 
friend, W——- B t of Richmond, formerly a member of 
his flock—stoutly maintained, that, while sufferiig from an afiec- 
tion of the leg, Jesus Christ appeared to him, and healed his 
wound, by pouring something from a phial upon it as clear as wa- 
ter! While Jesus was doing this, the Doctors were consulting 
jn another room concerning the propriety of amputation; and up- 
on announcing their decision, he rejected it on the assurance of 
Christ, and so saved his understanding while he stultified his ra- 
tionality ! In three weeks after, he was out and standing in the * sa- 
ered desk.’——Added to this, he never permitted his flock to forget 
that John Kerr in former days had been a Congress-man. He has 
lately tried his fortane again we believe in the potitical world, in 
putting up for a seat in Congress; but has suffered the defeat 
which every political priest deserves. We hope the citizens will 
never consent to depute Clergymen to represent them in the Halls 
of Legislation. world has suffered enough in former ages 
from their misrule and tyranny to venture upon the experiment 
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if they did not repent, was the stimulus applied to their passions 
to frighten them into the Baptist Denomination. Experiences 
unexpeiienced, and essentially fabulous were exacted from them 
as a preliminary to immersion into Kerrisem ; which, when con- 
summated, was palmed upon the world for baptism into Christ! 
They were begotten of the Spirit—the loveless, divided, undevor t, 
and self-adoring Spirit of Baptistism, so truly described by Mr. 
Sands ;—and were born of the water of Confusion unsanctified by 
the word of the truth. This burial into Kerrism is dignified by 
the name of Christian Baptism; and to call in question its Serip- 
turality and virtue, is termed, ‘ scandalizing the reformation,’ clog- 
ging its Chariot wheels, and defacing its fair eseutcheons!!! _ 

In no Church was reformation of ‘many things’ so much 
needed as in the First Baptist Church in Richmond, it is much to 
be regretted, however, that it should have made the unpropitious 
start it did. In the separation— there was more passion than 
principle in it on the part of some, perhaps of many,* as we have 
sufficiently demonstrated. ‘The internal contention was not for 
the truth and righteousness, nor did the separation come out on 
that account, as their past and present conduct proves. 

Now, when we commenced our sojourn in Richmond, we ex- 
pected on an acquaintance with the Sycamore Church to realize 
the character we had heard of it from divers persons. We expect- 
ed that our object would be one; namely, to illustrate the truth 
in our lives, to contend for it more than for gold and silver, 
and to follow it wherever it may conduct us, should it even 
lead us to the conviction that we had erred and must reforim, 
Supposing we were secure of such a co-operation, we set to work 
nothing doubting. We too hastily assumed that the Church was 
itself sufficiently pure, to be proposed as an example of a congrega- 
tion of Christ; we began, therefore, to elaborate its angmentation 
for the benefit of the Citizens of the world. We proselyted some 
four or five; but in progress of time we discovered, that we were 
spreading our caavass to the breeze on the wrong tack. We 
found, according to the saying of our Ci-devant friend, that we 
had been ‘ too credulous;’ and we are free to confess our fault, that 
we had taken too much for granted, which we ought not to have 
done. We learned from the testimony of those, who, in Rich- 
mond, are laboring, yes, Christianlike, moving heaven and earth 
to destroy our moral character (!)—that, we had taken an erro- 
neous view of things, and that the Church was made up of a 
gteat many, who ought never to have belonged to it. e can 
mention the names of these persons,if necessary. ‘They advised 
us to that course, which terminated in our acquiring ‘a far differ- 
ent character’ among the Kerrite Reformers than that voluntarily 
bestowed upon us by the Church to which we belong. We have 
become acquainted with incidents, which to us sufficiently demon- 
strate the working of the Evil Spirit, rather than the Spirit of 
Holiness among them. Some of them have said, that till we 
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came to Richmond they were in a state of peace; but as my ci- 
devant friend has often truly said, ‘it was the peace of a dead 
body.’ The lifeless incarnation of Kerrism had changed its name, 
but not the corruptibility of its nature, It had been indoctrinated into 
the notion, that the chief, if not the whole duty of the flock, was to 
hear preaching regularly and to pay the preacher his 1000, or 1200 
dollars per annum! The latter, however, appears to have been an 
observance, not so strictly attended to, as priestly pride and ex- 
travagance deemed necessary. But the preaching hearing was 
duly observed, and as a custom faithfully adhered to when trans- 
lated into the Sycamore Institution. This became the subject of 
our own experience. Our aud.ence was generally good, and 
often comfortably filled the house; but, when we were absent on 
a tour, the members scattered hither and thither * to hear preaching.’ 
Now, if the principle had been well rooted in ‘hem, or rather, if 
they had loved the dectrine of the Apostles as well as they loved 
to listen to the traditions of Clergymen, they would have obeyed 
the command of the Apestle (for love is the fulfilling of the law) 
‘not to forsake the assembling of themselves together.’ But they 
had been begotten of tradition, born into tradition, and brought up 
in tradition—what marvel then, that they should run after tradi- 
tion on every occasion! The first thing, that Christians should 
attend to is their duty to God; and we are sure, that runing after 
clerical preaching is no part thereof. Let them attend to the or- 
diaances of God’s House, which isa spiritual, and nota building 
of brick or wood or stone. Oh! but they would say, they could 
not sit and hear T. J. G n, and yet this person is the incarna- 
tion of their choice, and chiefly, because of the whole flock he is 
now the orly one among them whocan kill time by talking! When 
these abs nters were admonished they would reply ‘they were 
free men !’ and would talk very absurdly about their republican 
spirit, &c! 

Being taught by experience, we came to theconclusion that Re- 
formation in Richmond must be reformed ; but the question was 





how it could be effected 2? We reflected much upon the subject, ° 


and at last came to a conclusion directly opposite to that of Mr. 
Sands. Convinced that the corrupt state of the Church was 
mainly to be attributed to the leaven of John Kerrism, we resolv- 
ed in our mind, that unless ‘an improvement in doctrine’ could 
be effected the leprosy could not be cured : that is, thatthe tradi- 
tions of John Kerr with which they were inebriated must be neu- 
tralized by the doctrine of Christ and his Apostles, to which they 
were strangers to a great extent. 

Hence we determined to lay the axe to the root of the evil tree, 
and if possible to fell it to the ground. Our favorite themes were, 
the means by which Gud renews the carnal mind; the matter of 
faith by which the Ancients obtained renown; the necessity of 
understanding a thing before it could be believed; the promises 
of God to the Faithful; the Will concerning the Christ and how 
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we might become interested in it; the washing away of sin by 
the blood of Christ, and not by water, though no one was so 
washed unless buried in water into his death; the incorruptible, 
undefiled, and unfading inheritance; the necessity of beginning 
to do well by an intelligent obedience to the gospel before we 
could continwe in well doing; the necessity of persevering in this 
if Christians would attain to glory, honor, and immortality, and 
so forth. We insisted much on knowledge, knowing full well the 
ignorance of our hearers. Their iaoranee would have been neith- 
er discredita!!e nor criminal, if tx. y would only have used the 
means fer correcting or dissipvting it. But many who are now 
the chief brawlers against us, have neither the humility or teach- 
ableness, of little children; and hence, their progress has been, 
judging by their fruits, retrogress:ve, but to these our endeavors, 
hostility was evinced by many of the Sixty Eight, who set up a 
counter plea for the justification of their own standing. Our ef- 
forts were denominated + anabaptism,’ * materialism,” and ‘ spe- 
culation: about Canaan,’ by some; while others conceived an 
evil spirit in their hearis against us, which, though not expressed 
then, has since our removal from the City manifested itself ina 
remarkable and unexpected manner. Although we relied upon 
their friendship and co-operation, we find that they regarded them- 
selves as reprouched also. ‘lo question the seripturality of an 
immersion into John Kerrism, was to doubt the genuineness of 
their Christianity. ‘Eider’ T. J. G n was much aggrieved 
at the crlling in question of the validity of an immersion of which 
he was likewise the subject; and as we were informed, used to 
take espreial pains during our absence to try to undo any impres- 
sion we might have made; but his doings were so singularly 
puerile and weak, that, we believe, on the principle, that an ignoe 
- fant adv cate. does more harm to a cause than no advocate atall,— 

he forwarsed our labors more than he could possibly retard them. 
The doctrinal shallowness of this individual may be plumimed 
by a crude notion of his creed, that the First Resurrection began 
with the commencement of Mr. Campbell's pleadings for Reform ! 
Alas! fer the righteous if that be the resurrection of the just; but 
the crudity is too absurd for a serious refutation. About twelve 
or thirteen per .ons were convinced of the necessity of putting on 
Christ by baptism, in eubsmitting to which they renounced their 
previous relationships. We would, that they had a// continued 
in well doing, but we regret to say, that the contrary is the case; 
so difficult is it in these degenerate days to effectuate an apostolic 
reformation. 

About this time, to our surprise, Mr. Campbell ranged himself 
in opposition to the practice of his own views. He had publish- 
ed to the world, that ‘the popular immersion is no better than a 
Jewish Ablution,’ and yet when we taught the subjects of such 
an ablution that it was inadequate to the washing away of sins, 
he came out and charged us with the ‘ preaching up of re-immer- 
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sion to the Citizens of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ (what 
sinners become Citizens of his Kingdom by virtue of a Jewish 
Ablution ! !)—for the remission of their sins;’ but time has un- 
folded the secret of the matter, for, although baptism is for re- 
mission, mankind may be saved without it, provided they act up 


* to their ignorance (the measure of their knowledge) in sincerity ! ! 


Thus the gospel is nullified and his own reasonings for years past 
completely stultified. Even after his reply to an anonymous com- 
plainant against us, on being made acquainted with the state of 
things in Richmond and of the course we had adopted, he has 
said, and the proof is at hand, that he could not but approve of the 
firmness and perseverance of our course in attempting a ‘ cleans- 
iny of the Sanetuary;’ Encouraged, therefore, by this we deter- 














mined to eontinue our efforts; little expecting that he was to be 
the : ‘o stir up these very people against us! But marvels 
wi! cease ! 

by the patronage held out to them by Mr. Campbell, 
th ‘eformers became bolder in their opposition. From 
w wd gather, one of the ex-elders and certain of whom, 
ov H 8, appears to have been one, met at his 
h vise Some means 4 which we might be expelled from 
th lt was proposed to found a charge against us upon 
ceri nents in the Advocate and Religious Herald reflecting, 
as was s)osed, upon themselves and others as * Reformers un- 
reform: )!» sand ingrained members of the Baptist Apo.tacy.— 
This we d 4 not know till after the failure of the plot. Coinci- 
dent with this «e called upon G H.—, with two brethren 
to know v!:y he had been talking about us to our disadvantage 
and pul'i y charging us with extortion in charging him fifteen 
dollars for the reduction of a dislocation in one of his apprentices. 
These brethren were J Ww and L w—. Our 
frien’ (‘or we do not believe that he is our worst enemy in Riche 
mo! »ifesting no dieposition to heal the misunderstanding, we 
felt \. cur duty, considering the situation we held as a pleader for 
ricl\to usness in others, to have the matter fully investigated be- 
fore the Church on the next morning, which was Sunday; so that 


we might again stand f ir before society in relation to such an 
uninteutioned offence. Accordingly, on the morrow when we 
met, G H——, the ex-elder and a troop of others, with the 
Advocate and Herald in charge, took their seats in due form. As 
they marched in, we observed, in effect, to a brother, * what’s to 
do now, here are members mustered in force, who have not dark- 
ened the doors for worship for months past!” We shal! state the 
rest of this eause in the words of a brother, as contained in a let- 
ter desigued but unsent toa gentleman in Amelia; and we prefer 
doing so, inasmuch as in ‘ our defence,’ there was an inaccuracy 
which eseaped us. He says ‘the matter was, I think, brought 
before the congregation the next Lord’s Day ;—-B———— presid- 
ing Elder, The facts and evidence were adduced. H—— plead- 
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ed guilty in part and made some concessions. The Doctor thought 
he did not go farenough. ‘The question was put to the congrega- 
tion whether they (the concessions) were satisfactory or not. The 
majority decided they were. Then the elders took their seats ; 
as there was a subject to come up on that day, which had caused 
considerable discussion amongst the members generally. Just as 
the Eiders were about to put the question (whether the Church 
should be ruled by the Elders according to the written laws of 
Christ and his apostles and the evidence in the cases or continue 
tobe ruled by Vote: and Majorities)—H rose and said he 
wished to say something. One or two of the Elders observed 
that he was out of order as the matter was settled. I think, the 
Doctor rose up and stated, that he had taken his seat as Elder, 
and that he wished to observe order, thinking, as I afterwards 
learned, that H wished to say something in reference to what 
had passed. The question was then put after some discussion. 
Here | should say, B t rose and stated in, I think, repiy to 
C H , that he took the whole responsibility. The ques- 
tion was put to the Church, and decided by a majority, that the 
Elders should rule according to the laws. Upon the decision of 
that vote, as well as my memory serves me, about ten men left 
the congregation.’ , 

In our defence, page 392, we have said, ‘my case was tried, 
the vote was taken, and the majority exculpated me of extortion,’ 
—and in another place,—as to the second charge of being an ex- 
tortioner, they (the Elders) are unjust and disorderly tn Uri: ging 
up such a charge against me, which has already ben iny esti- 
gated before the Church and decided in my fi'vor.’ ve refer 
to these passages, because ina document, No. 2, from the | y:um- 
virate, (which in its place will be forthcoming. and in conse- 
quence whereof we have been set upon writing Reiormation in 
Richmond by way of full defence against their malevolence )— 
they say alluding to these excerpts, that thev ‘find facts (im 
our Defence) most grossly misrepresented.’ ‘ Dr. Thomas,’ 
say they, ‘was never tried in the Church at Richmond on 
this or any other charze. The true state of the case is this, 
Mr. Hanes made use of some expressions injurious to Dr. 
Thomas asa Physician, Dr. Thomas called. on him accom- 
panied by two brethren (in violation of the 18th Matthew).— 
Mr. Hanes not satisfyi:¢ the Doctor, was brought before the 
congregation, when the matter was examined. Mr. Hanes made 
an apology for his conduct, tvhich by a vote of the Church was 
declared satisfactory, and he was acquitted. Mr. Hanes was 
then about to bring an accusation against the Doctor for ex- 
pressions used in the Advocate that grew out of the re-immer- 
sion of Sister Thomas, when the Doctor took the Elders’ chair 
and said to him “I am now Elder please take your seat,’ then 
proceeded to propose another matter, namely, whether the laws 
of the — should be executed by the Eiders: or a majority 
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of the Congregation. And it was upon the vote of this cage 
that some wok up their hats and marched out, aud not ‘one 
and all,’ as mistated by Dr. Thomas.’ 

Such is the account of this matter from our friends and ene. 
mies, upon which a few comments are necessary. We admit, 
that, in some particulars, we stand corrected by icth. We wrote 
four defence’ in a hurry and upon the spur of the uccasicn, 
and to the best of our recollection then, gave a tiue uccount of 
the case. Before we received the document of the ‘lriumyi- 
rate, fromm which the above isan extract, Bro. Joseph Woodson 
came down to see us; when he inlormed us, that we had aut 
eorrectly cetailed Mr. Hanes’ case. He then gave us in sub. 
Stance the same statement as is beiore the readcr iv the extract 
from the unsent letter to a gentleman in Ameti:. Not long 
after that. we received the Epistle of tae ‘lrivivvirate, in 
some particulars to the same amoun ; but othcrwise excep- 
tionable. 

Dr. ‘Thomas, say they, was never tried on the charge of ex. 
toriion &c. Agreed; nor did Dr. Thomas ever say that he had 
been tried; but affirmed in substance precisely What they af- 
firin, namely. that his case was tried, or es th: y express it, ‘the 
matler was evramined,’ And what was ‘the matierexamined Y 
Mr. Hanes’ use of ‘expressions injurious to Pr. Thomas as a 
Physician, say they. And what was certain of those inju- 
rious expressions?) Why, that Dr. Thomas had extortioned 
upon him in charging fifteen dollars for the reduction of a dis- 
location. Then from the showing of these three ‘ Elders,’ the 
matter of Dr. Themas’ extortion, alleged by Mr. Hanes, was 
examined before the Church in Riehmond, or, in other words, 
his case was lied, 

They further affirm, that Mr. Hanes made an apology for 
his conduet, which by a vote of the Chutch was declared satis- 
factory, and he was acquitted.” What singt larly sagacious 
logicians are these persons! Thetrue import of this sentence 
is this—Mr. Hanes acknowledged himselt an offt nder {rom the 
fact that he apologized for having acted in the manner he had 
done in relation to the Doctor;—but, notwithstanding his own 
self condemnation, he was acquitt-d ly a vote of the majotity 
because that majority considered he had sufficientiy condemned 
himself! !!—But this vote was nota vote of acquittal ; accord- 
ing to the testimony of the unsen® letier, and according to our 
recollection, retreshed by J WwW :— the question up- 
on which the vote was taken was, whether Mr. Hanes’ apclogy 
were salisizctory or not, inasmuch as Ir. Thomas did not so 
consider it? The vote sail, ‘yes, it is satisfactory,’ and that 
was all it was possible for it to say, for the question proposed 
no more. It neither affirmed nor denied, as to the matter of 
extortion; it was Mr. Hanes’ apology for his conduct in con- 
wexion with the fact, that Doctor Thomas had charged him 
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five dollars less than he was entitled to, that exculpated us from 
the charge. We were mistaken in saying that the vote of the 
majority extulpated us. 4%: saying this we confounded twe 
votes together. It was, as the Triumvirate intimates, the se 
eond vote by which we were sustained on anot: er question 
But the voters in this case had many of them come up ior the 
especial purpose of augmenting a majority in all questions 
against us; for we observed them toactas one man. Their 
vote therefore with us was a mere matter of mooushine ; and 
useful chiefly to illustrate the unscriptural and anti christian 
tule of majorities 

After triend Hanes’ injuriousness had thus been disposed of, 
he, the ex-e!derand their party appear to have been on the eve 
of an attack upon us founded on the Advocate and Herald. At 
the time we were a together ignorant of this. Mr Hanes, it 
seeins, was to be the chief assailant, and accordingly arose to 
discharge his functions: but supposing, he was abcut to reeal 
matters already disposed of, we observed, in etiect, (for we do 
not remember the precise words)—we have now taken our seat 
as Elder, and expect the congregation to sustain ts in main- 
taining order, you will, therefore, be pleased to setdown, Ac- 
cordingly he sat down without further comment. 

Ia our endeavors to ‘cleanse the sanctuary’ we had dis- 
covered that nothing could be effectually done <o long as eve 
thing was to be determined by votes of majorities. In illustra- 
tion of this. we may remark, that a case of gambling came be- 
fore us. The party admitted the offence, and from the general 
deportnent of the individual, and collateral testimony, we 
were assured, that the fault had not overtaken him. but that he 
had overtaken the offence. According to custcum, the ques- 
tiou of hisexpulsion was put to the vote, and strange to tell, he 
was excluded froma body professing to be a Church of Christ, 
by amujority of oneonly! W B t and ourselves 
determined, by the advice and consent of others, t- bring the 
matter to the test; and it was agreed. that on this day, the 
matter should be decided. When Mr. Hanes, therefore, sat 
down, we rose and s.ated the question. The «x eldet, then 
Tose to enquire, in effect, who took upon themselves the re- 
sponsibility of the transaction; upon which, my co-adjutor 
and ci-derant friend W B t stood u» and with 
a firm voice said, ‘I take the responsibility on myself? The 
querist then sat down, and we put the question, whether 
the Church should h: reafter be ruled by votes of majorities, or 
by the laws of the Kingdom administered by their elders ac- 
eording as the evidence inthe several cases should determine ? 
The vote was taken, and by the majority of two, we believe, is 
was decided in the affirmative as to the Eiders. 

Foiled in every respect, or as friend Hanes said, ‘outgene- 
aled,’ the voters, whom the ex-elde: and H—— had brought 
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up to the poles, as it were, to effect our expulsion, one and all 
took up their hats and marched out tothe number of about ten 
men; with our friend the ex-elder at their head. [}——— has 
since told us, that he got up atterwards and followed them un- 
der the impression that he would have been turned out at al! 
evenis; but in this he was mistaken. This was the first split 
sinee the formation of the Chureh to which Mr. Sandsalludes - 
and does indeed ‘serve to indicate whata slight control this 
system (Campbellism, as he terms it,) exercises over lis adhe- 
rent;’ in ‘heir case. But we doubt the propriety of terming 
them ‘its adherents; for their deportment proves that they ad- 
here to no system, but that which is systemat'caily un- 
systematic. They were strenuous for an adhesion to votes 
of the majority; and yet when the vote -of the majority 
determined, that in matters of faith, piety and morality, 
the Elders should administer the law independently of votes, 
they rebelled against their own principle and factiously with 
drew! Now, had it been principle they contended for, they 
would not have disbanded their force and kave dispersed into 
the world as they did; on the contrary, they would have met 
at each others’ houses for the worship of God, and they would 
have endeavored to prove the rectitude of their motives by the 
future excellency of their walk and conduct. But, it bas turn- 
ed ont far different, and had Christianity depended upon them 
for support, it would have long since been numbered with the 
dead ; the true cause of their secession, as it appears to us, was 
the conviction that they would not be permilted to continue 
members of the Church unless they reformed ; but that so long 
as the majority should rule, they might command the vote, and 
so sustain themselves though delinquent. Their course has 
abunaantly acquitted us of falsehood in the allegation that they 
were ingrained members of the Baptist Apostacy, and thorough- 
ly unreformable. In conclusion, we would observe, that, when 
we Said in ‘our defence,’ that ‘one and all took up their hats 
and marched out’—we did not meap ‘one and all’ of the mi- 
nority, but one and all of those, who had ever been a millstone, 
as it were about the neck of the Church, and who had been 
mustered for the er purpose of voting us down. ‘Two of 
the Triumvirate, T. J. G——— and J B , voted 
for the ruling of the Church by votes of majorities, and yet, in 
secret conclave, they have hatched their charges against us, and 
published them to the world, as Elders of the Church, without 
its knowledge or consent!—Such contempt of their congrega- 
tion (to say nothing of their malevolence against one termeda 
brother,) certainly deserved impeachment on the ground of 
: ws it over the Church.’ 

At that time, the Eldership consisted of four persons, of 





whom two were for carrying the vote of the Church into effect 
and two against it. The consequence was, that the decision 








141 


was neutralized, and the objects, namely, the Scriptural reform 
of the Church, defeated. 

In consequence of this event, namely, the factious secession 
of the ten, The Gospel Advocate of Kentucky came out with 
an impertinent tirade against us; denouncing usas a Factionist, 
a restiess and ambitious individual, and a semi-infidel. Lt charg- 
ed us with having taken off a party with us from the Church in 
our wild speculations on the subject of materialism, anabaptism, 
&e; and calling upon the friends of the Reformation to with- 
draw their counten nce from one who was stiiking at the very 
foundation ot’ their religion ; and predicted, ihat within twelve 
months of that time we should be an avowed intidel! The 
writer of these false accusations against us, signed himself 
‘Plain Dealing ;’ and though we cannot say with certainty who 
he is, we have reason to think, that it was 3. F. Hall one of its 
Editors. We have called upon him to say, whethsr he is, or 18 
not, the writer; but he has made no r- ply ; on the principle, 
that ‘silence gives consent’ we regard him as self condemned, 
and the Author thereof, to his own ignominy and cuoniusion.— 
Surely he will speak now ! 

The reader will see, then, that Jibels are the weapons with 
which we have been uniformly contended against. ‘The accu- 
sations of the Richmond Triumvirate ave in ju-t ke: ping with 
the examples set them by Editors in |.entucky avd e'sewhere. 
These attacks are nothing new o; stronge,; we only piay the 
Father of mercies that we may have patience toendure, and self- ° 
contre! enough to restrain the exjression of our indignation and 
contempt at the hypocrisy. meann ss, aid mal-voli nce of the 
assaults against us. We do not enter into these details to im- 
prove our standing im the estimation of the Citizens of the Me- 
tropolis; our assailants are too weli appreciated there, for their 
assau'ts to harm us; it is for the sutisiaction of those remote : 
and that they may be informed of the whee s within wheels by 
which the present state of things in re!a‘ion to ourselves has 
been brought about. When we have finshed we sha‘! dismiss 
the subject finally ; and leave them io pus! the contrary in the 
pamphlet Mr. Campbell has in the plenitude of his generosity 
and compassion, placed at their disposal. 
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Aspen Grove, Lunenburg, July, 1838. 


Beloved Brother, 

The word of God presents the diligent reader 
with agreat variety. It lays before him a primitive state of un- 
mingled good: ‘And God saw every thing. that he had made, 
and behoid, (it was) very good.’ The history of this is short, 
like the state itself. The word quickly brings us to the con- 
templation of a different state, one of good and evil, lis histe- 
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ry. like itself, is long, occupying a large portion of the sacred 
writhiss, tis ebiurceter zed in Ove pointos view. by the su per- 
abounding evil. or wicked ess of men. illustraied in the whole 
history ;— ind emphaticaliy in -o ne particular pacts. No great. 
ly preva ine wus ihe evil al one ePru, that it flooded the World; 
and notwhustanai.g that awful monument of wrath men stil] 
needed muny more. And, notwiths:anding thse, they have 
more darkly apostattze a r centuries ja t. than in tie days of 
*grey antiquity.’ ‘Phis sinfol state may be consiered as stretch- 
ing fron the duy man aie of the furndden trce, to the seeond 
advent of the Mesi.h. Midst a.l this gleom of morai evil, the 


abidiag word choos toe tahini one, with the Lope of another 
stats. A period of thou-ands of years, mostly evil, locked at 
much, appear. irke a burdes, gr at indeed and almost iniclera- 
ble aif is enongh to soak: one groan, although in hepe of a 
glorious state. * We ko ow. that the whole ereaiton sich togeth- 
er,an! travail te goisa til the present tim. And not only 
they. but ou:s-ives ul o who have t.e first ir of the Spirit; 
even we, cues tyres groa tthin ourselves writing he adop- 
tion; nan ly the redemmtion of cur body? To the coomg and 
hoped for state. the qos) wit far exeee! the evil; bur still it will 
not bs unansied gout, Flene the neeassity to tock stid farth- 
er, and accordingly, the werd pres nis us with the co ntempla- 
tion of th» perfect sate, as for supertcr to any of the preceding 


as eternity is to time. 

Now it may b> said. that an object duly considered, makes a 
corre ponding inpre-sion ; so avollection of chjecis wl] make 
an Impression, on ny Te-Sions, corresponding io the nature of 
the case. Muses placed on the t P of Pisgah. and enabled to 
see all the promised tand, must have been impressed vecording 
to his situntion, relatively to the objects contemplated. Anex- 
tended view is impressive corre pondently to the extent; Dr. 
Clarke risked his life for the sake of attaining to a mountain 
suminit, and stood elated midst the view of kiredcms. He 
Jooked down upon all Asia Minor, and upon the Islands of the 
Sea, &c., and reckoned it was the mount on which Satan pre- 
sented temptation of worldly and kingly gery to the Son of 
God. But if Dr. C. eonld rejoice in the mere contemplation 
of an extended scene ;—what ought to be the rejoieing of the 
man, who has not only the contemplation of an extended pros- 

ect, a boundivssly extended prospect, but who is heir of its 
undiess glory ? 

So a man may groan on account of the bondage of cormp- 
tion, and yet rejoice, in the bope of the lyberty of the future 
state. These several states, duly considered, may have a very 
beneficial influence on the disciples. 

We may all be ben@ficially operated uron by considering the 
never ending succession of ages, filled with good unmarred by 
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evil. We need to look largely into divine things, in order to 
be imitators of the examples b. fore us in the Book. 

Early on the morning of the 4th, a nore from brother Stone 
invited me to lis house to baptize Mr. May of Mecklenburg.— 
He came some few yeas since from (ld England. 1 think he 
said he was an infidel, about the time he tirst heard you. You 
were the first one, he ever heard ivasen cut of the Seripuures, 
This may be some enccuragement to you ina barrea land.— 
Dont conclude, dear brother, that 1 ari writing allogether for 
the Advo-aie; it isarelief sometimes ijounbo on ourselves toa 
brother, especially a proved brother. Believe me, ycurs in pur- 
suit of the endless lile, 

ALBERT ANDERSON. 





23rd July, 1538. 
An Apology. 


N. B. I have received a leticr from brother Camy bell, in 
relation, though not in answer to, tiy letter to him. It was 
dated May 2d: yet it did not come to hand until L0/h July.— 
It was directed to Lunenburg, without any particular Post Of- 
fice. 

As my letter to brother C. has been published in the Advo- 
eate, and as he wholly misconstrues the spiritand d sign of 
said letter, calling it a better of ‘condemnation and dictation,’ 
and as others may also misunderstand, 1 wi-h you to publish 
this my apology tor having so written to hun. If brother C. 
may read this, it may be well for me piainty to state, that my 
,allusion to his letter must not be consideied asa signal of my 
opposiuon. He says to me: ‘should you have this private 
letter printed, I shall regard it asa signal of your future oppe- 
sition as threatened. The reason which bro. C. gives for not 
publishing mine 1s founded in his own woids as fvilows: ‘You 
talk of my ‘one sided course’—you wholly misconceive my 
course! Aim I one sided to you, because | will not print your 
last letter to me, in as much as] believe it would be a reproach to 
you in all the length and breadth of the land wete it to go to 
the public!—This is my sincere conviction betore my Judge.’ 

Now let me say deliberately, that were 1 to write to him 
again, | would write the same—indeed, I would adopt this re- 
proach—bringing letter, only with this apology. In as much 
as brother C. has been greatly distinguished for his faithful, 
and bold, and extensive operations in behalf of truth, I would 
that he should stand forth irreproachable in all things. In 
accordance with this desire, I would publicly tell him in plain, 
but respectful words, what appear to me, to have been his 
pullic errors, Thia would afford him an opportunity of de- 
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fending himself as far as he could, and also of flatly acknow)- 
edging such things as he could not defend. As to reproach 
from tne present evil generation in the mass, it isa thing of 
which a christian ought not to be afraid. Paulhad, accordins 
toa certain way of reasoning, great imprudence, (to use a 
term the least harsh,) in opposing such a one as Peter, a Se- 
nior Apostle, to whom the Lord had committed even the keys 
of the Kingdom. 

Let me say that I amnovangry with brother Campbell ;—from 
reading his last private communication, there is in my heart 
no anger, but there ts the sorrow of a sympathising love.— 
True, he lays upon me heavy blows, but | love him notwith- 
standing all; yes, verily, | sha'| continue to love him, though 
he may smite me often and crvel/y ;—l shall love Lim for what 
he has done. 

Brother Thomas, dont refuse me the publication of my apo- 
logy. 1 am grieved for brother C.—Again, I entreat him not 
to mind my reproach, but his own. He has labored more than 
1 presume to hope to labor; but 1 should deem it no small }:- 
bor, could Ibe an humble means of wiping scripturally re- 
proach from Aim the chief laborer. If I have wounded him 
unscripturally, | would hasten on the wings of love to pou: 
wine and oil into his wounds. 

Yours traly, A. A. 


fy 
— 





COMPROMISE. 


Itis known to all how in Kagland, and also in America, th: 
men of the greatest intellectual force have sunk from ahigher to 
a far lower degree of influence from the want of high morals. 
It seems as if no degree of talent and vigour can long avail tc 
keep a man eminent in either politics or literature, unless his 
morals are also above the average. Selfish vanity, doubl 
dealing, SUPREME REGARD to BXPEDIENCY, are as fatal to the 
most gifted men in these days, and almost as speedily fatal, as 
intellectual capacity to a pretender. Men of far inferior know|- 
edge and power rise Over their heads in the strength of hones- 
ty ; and by dintof honesty (positive or comparative) retain the 
supremacy, even through a dispiay of intellectual weakness 
and error of which the fallen make their sport. This is 2 
cheering sign of the times indicating that the days are past 
when men were possessed by their leaders, and that the tune 
is coming when power will be less unfairly distributed, and held 
on a better tenure than it has been.— Harriet Martineau. 
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Men will wrangle for religion; write for it fight for it; dit 
forit; any thing but—live for tt—Lacon. 





